
 

 

Our Mission Statement  

Making Jesus Christ real in 

the midst of the city. 

Our Purpose Statement  

Godõs purpose for our 

church is...to be a spirit-led, 

Christ-centered community 

of love, grace, and trust 

that ministers to all. 

6 Guiding Biblical    

Principles  

Jesus is Lord! 

Grace is freely given to 

all. 

We joyfully share the 

Gospel in word and 

action. 

We welcome every-

one with open doors 

and open hearts. 

The world needs the 

gifts we have each 

been given. 

We trust God to 

show us the way. 
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Jerusalem at Passover:  Lenten Worship Series 

Imagine that you had signed up with a trav-

el agent for a guided tour of Jerusalem dur-

ing the week of Passover in the year A.D. 

30.  What might you have seen and heard? 

Each week in this Lenten series, worship-

pers will be led by a tour guide on an imagi-

nary visit to the Holy City. The tour guide 

will offer historical, cultural and religious 

commentary on the sights of the city, just 

as a person might have done 2000 years 

ago during the week Jesus was arrested, 

tried and crucified. 

 

Here is your itinerary: 

 ÅThe Temple (February 22nd) 

 ÅPassover (February 29th) 

 ÅThe Mount of Olives (March 7th) 

 ÅThe Palace of the High Priest 

      (March14th) 

 ÅThe Fortress of Antonio 

      (March 21st) 

 ÅSkull Hill (March 28th)  

 

Ash Wednesday services, with imposition 

of ashes and Holy Communion, will be held 

in the Sanctuary on February 22nd at 11:00 

a.m. and 7:00 p.m.   

 

Services from February 29th through 

March 28th will begin at 11:00 a.m. and 

6:30 p.m., lasting approximately 30 minutes. 

This will allow those participating in the 

Wednesday night programming to attend 

the service and then participate in their 

regular activities. The Adult Bible Study 

during Lent will begin at 11:30 a.m. on 

Wednesday morning and 7:00 p.m. on 

Wednesday evening immediately following 

the services of worship.  

During Lent, as we focus on Christõs journey to the cross, letõs 
also examine the journey of our lives. The first task when leav-

ing on any adventure is packing. What have you placed in your 
bag? Are you weighed down with temptations, self-doubt, mon-

ey worries, relationship troubles? Have you overlooked any im-
portant items? Maybe your bag feels too empty for the challeng-

es ahead. Remember to pack mercy, grace and forgiveness.  

 
Thanks to Easter, we know that our journey in Christ continues, even when the road 

becomes difficult. So as you prepare for Lent, carry with you the hope made possible 
by Jesusõ sacrifice on our behalf.  
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The rhythm is 

familiar.  The 

rhyme is well 

known.  Gener-

ations of chil-

dren (and adults) have delighted in 

the books written by lifelong Luther-

an, Dr. Theodor Seuss Geisel -- 

better known as Dr. Seuss.   In en-

gaging stories with wonderful image-

ry, Dr. Seuss was able to help all of 

us understand the true meaning of 

Christmas (How the Grinch Stole 

Christmas); to value both the old 

and the young, the big and the small 

(Horton Hears a Who); to accept 

and embrace diversity (The Sneetch-

es); and to realize the importance of 

following through on a promise 

(Horton Hatches the Egg).   

Although Dr. Seuss was born 108 

years ago on March 2nd, his books 

are still loved by many, many people 

today.  His writings embraced chil-

dren and encouraged people of all 

ages to utilize their God-given imagi-

nations and creativity.  His celebra-

tion of life and all of its diversity was 

inspired by his faith in God and his 

love for Jesus, who regularly wel-

comed children and used stories and 

the life experiences of ordinary peo-

ple to teach his followers lessons of 

faith and life.    

 

As a way to begin our observance of 
National Lutheran Schools Week, 

children of all ages are invited to ser-

vices of worship on Saturday, March 

3rd and Sunday, March 4th where 

we will use some of the imagery and 

writings of Dr. Seuss.  As a part of 

our offering, you are invited to bring 

new or gently-used stuffed animals 

or childrenõs books to share with 

UMOM New Day Center, the larg-

est homeless shelter for families in 

Arizona. Read more about UMOM 

on page 10. 

And, who knows, our First Sunday 

Breakfast may even feature òGreen 

Eggs and Hamó????  

 

 
 

čWe pray for people here and there, 

    We pray for people everywhere.Ď 

 

 
 

 

Transportation Day!  

 

coming to the Preschool on Friday, Feb. 17th from 9 ï11 a.m.  

We need your help to get more vehicles!  

 
Do you or someone you know have a cool vehicle to show off at 

Transportation Day?  
 

We love to have any and all kinds of transportation vehicles.  

Contact the preschool office, 602.242.4684 or preschool@sov.us,   

to participate and share the morning with our youngsters!  

 



 

 

CHRISTIAN ACTION  Thurs., Feb. 2nd 

from 9:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 

in the library. Projects this 
month are valentines for 

our preschool, working 
on placemats, and the 

2012 Living Nativity keep-
sake ornaments. We could use the help of 

anyone interested. Snacks will be provided. 

Also, as a thank you to Pastor Mary Louise 
Frenchman (Grace Lutheran) for speaking 

to our group in November, we are collect-
ing new socks for men, women, and chil-

dren through Feb. 5th. Please bring them to 
the meeting, or drop off in the office 

(marked òCAó). Some of the socks will be 

donated to Vista Colina Emergency Family 
Shelter. 
 

FIRST SUNDAY BREAKFAST spon-
sored by Menõs Ministries, 

will be in Burns Hall on 

Feb. 5th from 9:00-11:00 
a.m. Be sure to stop by! 
 

 
SOUPER BOWL SUNDAY  Feb. 5th!  

As part of our offering during worship, eve-
ryone is invited to bring a can of soup (or 

other canned foods) to replenish our food 

pantry, and coins for a ònoisy offeringó to 
help combat world hunger. Your generosity 

is helping to feed the hungry, both locally 

and globally, and is greatly appreciated.    

 
PRESCHOOL EAT -OUT  this month 

will be Feb. 7th at Qdoba , 742 E. Glen-

dale in Phoenix. For all sales between 5:00-
8:00 p.m., Qdoba will donate 20% to our 

Preschool.  
 

NEW MEMBER CLASS  Are you inter-
ested in refreshing your understanding of 

what it means to be Lutheran?  Do you 
want to know more about the mission and 

ministry of Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran 

Church?   

                  (continued in column 2) 

Are you or someone you know interested 
in joining Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran 

Church?  You are invited to attend a new 
member class on Saturday, February 11th 

from 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.  Please call the 
office (602-249-1936) and let us know if 

you plan to attend the  class and eat lunch 

with us.  Remember, YOU ARE INVIT-

ED! 

 
MARY CIRCLE  will meet for lunch in the 

Arizona Room at The Beatitudes on Wed., 
Feb. 15th at 12:00 p.m., with a meeting fol-

lowing. 
 

HOPE CIRCLE  will meet on Tues., Feb. 

21st at 12:30 p.m. in the SOV Library. 
 

RUMMAGE SALE  
March 17th and 18th  
Now accepting do-

nations. The mobile 
mini storage unit in 

our parking lot is 

EMPTY and waiting 
to be jammed to 

the doors with 
your generous donations! 

 
If you bag or box your clothing it would be 

very helpful to label the container with 
what type of items are inside; men's pants, 

women's tops, kids clothing, etc.  If you 

need help transporting your donations to 
the church, or if you are interested in vol-

unteering to help with set up, or the sale 
itself, please contact Wendy Harman in the 

church office. 
 

Proceeds benefit the SOV Youth, Pre-

school, and Foundation Scholarship pro-
grams. We are also looking for òa few good 

menó with trucks to help pick up furniture 
and other large donations for the rummage 

sale.  Please contact Wendy Harman in the 
church office. 
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ELECTRONIC  

GIVING  We en-

courage members to 

sign up for online giv-

ing. Itõs easy, conven-

ient, automatic, and 

takes the worry out 

of getting your offer-

ing to the church 

even when youõre 

traveling. Call the 

office for details, 

602.249.1936 

 

 

Dial -A-Prayer  

602-249-1991 

A daily devotion and 

prayer are only a   

telephone call awayé 
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SOV MINISTRY CONNECTION:  FEBRUARY 2012 HIGHLIGHTED MINISTRY  

 

      WOMEN OF THE ELCA  

 

 

This month we highlight Shepherd of the Valleyõs unit of 

Women of the ELCA (the Churchwide women's organi-

zation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America), 

known as Sisters & Friends , so named in January 

2007.  

 

Our mission is to act boldly on our faith in Jesus 

Christ.  Our purpose is to grow in faith, use our gifts, 

and support others engaging in ministry and action, and 

promote healing and wholeness in the church and the 

world.  ALL WOMEN ARE WELCOM E to partici-

pate in any or all of its various activities.  We continue 

to send a portion of our offerings to our Synodical and 

Churchwide organization as part of our monthly quota. 

 

One of the main projects is the annual Bake & Craft Sale 

held in early December in Burns Hall.  This event gath-

ers funds to send to seven area organizations ranging 

from Mission of Mercy, that operates out of Burns Hall, 

to the Navajo Lutheran Mission in Rock Point, 

AZ.  Sisters & Friends has been blessed to receive addi-

tional funds from Thrivent Financial for Lutherans, to 

enhance our support to the seven area groups.    

 

Our monthly gathering, Christian Action , meets in the 

Library the first Thursday to work on handwork for the 

Craft Sale, for other organizations such as Ronald 

McDonald House, and the SOV Preschool - the list is 

long.  We occasionally have a guest speaker, but always 

a brief meeting and devotional/prayer time. See below 

for information about our March 1st guest speaker. 

 

Three monthly Circles meet as follows: 

 Hope Circle third Tuesday (12:30 p.m.) 

 in the SOV Library 

 Mary Circle  third Wednesday (12:00 p.m.) 

 in the AZ Room at Beatitudes Care Center  

 Hannah Circle third Thursday (7:00 p.m.) 

 home of either Beverley Larkin or 

            Dottie Simons 

Watch Notes & Notices (found in your worship bulletin 

or in the Narthex each weekend) for meeting remind-

ers.  Bible studies are taken from Women of the ELCA's 

magazine called "GATHER",  or other biblically-centered 

lessons.  Each Circle has special projects. 

 

Sisters & Friends also serve a first Sunday of the 

Month Brunch between services, or Wednesday evening 

suppers.  Many of the women serve on Altar Guild, as 

Cheer Visitors, on Council, in Choir, and in a variety of 

other SOV activities. 

  

Sisters & Friends  is part of the Capital Conference, 

attending and participating in activities and programs 

with Phoenix sister churches throughout the year.  We 

also send delegates to the annual 

Grand Canyon Synod conference 

and a national churchwide triennial 

event. This past summer it was 

held in Spokane, Washington.  

 

Thank you to all women involved 

in the many ways of service and 

Bible study at Shepherd of the Val-

ley. Anyone interested in finding out more about this 

diverse ministry, please call Beverley Larkin or Laura 

Cary. 

 

AUTHOR (and SOV member) SUSAN KRUEGER TO SPEAK AT CHRISTIAN ACTION 

MARCH 1ST!  Come meet and hear Susan Kruger discuss her new book, Addie Slaughter:  The Girl Who 

Met Geronimo. The meeting is from 9:30 a.m.-noon in the Library. Susan will speak at approximately 11:15 

a.m. ALL ARE WELCOME!!   
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   Faithweaver Friends - Kidsõ Club 

             Wednesdays from 6:30-8:00 p.m. 

    in the Faith and Learning Center  
                                 No Kids Club on Wed., Feb. 22nd  

                                 Plan to attend Family Lenten Dinner,  
                             Devotion, and Worship  

FAMILY EVENTS -  February 2012  

  Sunday School -  
 9:38-10:38 a.m. each Sunday: 

   Pre-Kdg. and Kdg. in Room 7  

   1st and 2nd Grade in Room 8  

   3rd and 4th Grade in Room 9  

 
 

 
 

Seraphim Choir (4th-6th grades) meets Wednesdays in the Music Center 

from 6:00-6:30 p.m.  No Choir on February 22nd.  

 

Cherubim Choir (Kdg-3rd grades) meets Wednesdays in the Library 

from 6:00-6:30 p.m.  No Choir on February 22nd.  

 

 

5th and 6th graders 

meet in the Conference Room 

Sunday Mornings 9:38 -10:38 a.m. 

Letõs learn about the Gospel Message 

Wednesday Nights 6:30 -8:00 p.m.  

Letõs talk about faith and life 

Souperbowl Sunday - Feb. 5th - Help us to stock our food pantry 

with soup and other non-perishable food items for the many needy 

visitors that come by our office each week.  Bring your cans of soup 

to worship and place them in the carts outside the Sanctuary.  

 

Family Lenten Devotion - Feb. 22nd 

Have dinner with your family at 5:30 p.m. in Burns Hall.  At 6:00 p.m. 

make a òGod clothó, share, read, talk, pray, bless one another, and 

take what you have done home for your Lenten devotions.  All 

members are encouraged to attend.  Please let Wendy know if you 

plan to attend so we can be sure to have enough materials.  Ash 

Wednesday worship will follow at 7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary.      


